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. Keep Holiday Traditions Intact When Traveling 

For everyone on 
your shopping list... 

Sidewalk Sale 
10 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

This Saturday Only! 
Let Golden Goose help you 
decorate for the Holidays! 

Great Christmas 
Gifts Under $20 

10% Off With This Ad 

979-234-3808 

When it comes to the holidays, 
traditions can vary greatly from 
family to family. 

This can create problems 
when families mesh, forcing 
many to make compromises and 
say "so long" to a number of their 
traditions. 

More and more families are 
choosing to spend the holidays in 
exotic locales. 

The perfect compromise, a 
resort holiday offers a little of 
everything for everybody. But 
just because you're spending 
your holiday away doesn't mean 
you need to leave behind all of 
your family's holiday traditions. 
Keeping your traditions intact 
just takes a little careful planning 
ahead of time. 

• Book the right place: Spend- 
ing the holidays at a resort is dif- 
ferent from spending a vacation 
at a resort. Rather than looking 
purely for luxury, you'll want your 
holiday resort to offer a sense of 
home as well. 

For example, if your family 
has always looked forward to a 
homecooked holiday meal, try to 
book a suite that boasts a kitchen 
that will allow you to keep that tra- 
dition going. Also, if possible, ask 
for a suite with a living room and 
arrange to have a Christmas tree 
in the room when you arrive. 

• Pack the gifts: Particularly if 
young children are coming along, 
pack the gifts along for the trip 
rather than opening them before 
you leave or after you return 

home. 
Kids especially look forward 

to opening their presents under 
the tree on Christmas morning. 
If possible, include everything you 
normally would, such as stockings 
and even a hot breakfast. 

• Consider a bed and breakfast: 
Bed and breakfasts are designed 
to offer a home away from home, 
creating a more intimate setting 
that closely resembles home mor 
so than a typical resort. 

If you're going skiing for the 
winter holidays, rather than stay- 
ing at the resort's own hotel, look 
for something in the town. 

Bed and breakfasts are com- 
monplace in resort towns, but are 
also smaller than hotels, so be 
sure to book far in advance. 

• Embrace new traditions: If 
a recent wedding has resulted in 
two families celebrating together, 
then don't be afraid to include 
your new relatives in your tradi- 
tions while simultaneously em- 
bracing their traditions. 

This will ensure everyone has 
a good time and might lead to your 
best holiday yet. 

• Bring the family pet: Pets 
are a huge part of most families, 
and even if you're flying to your 
holiday destination that doesn't 
mean you can't include the fam- 
ily pet. 

Children are often very at- 
tached to family pets, so arrange 
for your pet to travel as well 
and spend the holidays with the 
family. 

Oil Drilling Permits Show Increase In October 

m mutstft mm 
fialftajj gptrite at 
The Liquor Barn 

300 Boothe Drive • Eagle Lake 
979-234-5661 

Open Mon-Sat 10 a.m. to 9 p.m. 

The Texas Railroad Commis- 
sion issued a total of 1,737 original 
drilling permits in October 2007 
compared to 1,592 in October 
2006. 

The October total included 
1,445 permits to drill new oil and 
gas wells, 67 to re-enter exist- 
ing well bores, and 225 for re- 
completions. 

Permits issued in October 2007 
included 350 oil, 394 gas, 939 oil 
and gas, 48 injection, zero service 
and six other permits. 

September Crude Oil 
Production 

Texas preliminary September 
2007 crude oil production aver- 
aged 870,250 barrels daily, down 
from the 889,583 barrels daily 
average of September 2006. 

The preliminary Texas crude 
oil production figure for Septem- 
ber 2007 is 26,107,529 barrels, a 
decrease from 26,896,843 barrels 
reported during September 2006. 

October Oil And Gas 
Completions 

In October 2007, operators 
reported 379 oil, 1,020 gas, 17 in- 
jection and one other completion 
compared to 379 oil, 796 gas, 34 
injection and 11 other completions 
during October 2006. 

Total well completions for 2007 
year to date are 11,877 up from 
11,018 recorded during the same 
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Store Wide Christmas Sale 
The Entire Month of December! 

10% • 15% • 20% • Some Items 50% OFF! 
{Living Room Sets 
ISerta Mattress Sets 
[Entertainment Centers 
[Whirlpool Dryers 
[Glider Rockers 

Dining Room Sets 
Bedroom Sets 
Whirlpool Washers 
Curio Cabinets 

Recliners 
Hoover Cleaners 
Lamps 
Whirlpool Refrigerators 
Home Furnishing Items 

Serin 
Wl MACS TH€ WotLD'J BCTT MAHUa' 

Come In to Register for a FREE Queen 
Size Serta Daylin Pillow Top Mattress Set 

To be given away Dec. 24, 2007.       jti 

'^Furniture ^appt 
307 E. Main • Eagle Lake • Phone/Fax 979-234-2534 
•Free Delivery (local) • Financing Available • Citi Financial 

Master Card, Visa, Discover, American Express 

Dedicated to Better Vision 

Eye Exams 
Contact Lens 
Specialists 
Lasik Surgery 
Glaucoma Specialists 
Cataract Surgery 
Diabetic Eye Care 
Macular Degeneration 

State-of-the art 
Eye Care 

Most insurance and vision plans accepted 
Medicare • BC/BS • United Health Care • Cigna • Humana 

VSP • PHCS • Aetna • Great West • Eyemed • Spectera • Superior 

Joel S. Cohen, M.D. 
Surgery and 

Diseases of the eye 

W. Rex Hawkins, M.D. 
Burt A. Ginsburg, M.D. 

Retina- Vitreous Associates 

Paul Beckwith, O.D. 
Therapeutic Optometrist 
Optometric Glaucoma 

Specialist 

* Austin County Eye Associates, PA 
Visit our On-site Optical Shop where your prescription is always welcome 

1617 Meyer (Hwy 36) • Sealy, TX 77474 
(Next to Tony's Restaurant) 

979.627.7400 

period in 2006. 
Operators reported 774 holes 

plugged and 11 dry holes in Oc- 
tober 2007 compared to 532 holes 
plugged and five dry holes in 
October 2006. 

September Natural Gas 
Production 

Texas oil and gas wells pro- 
duced 461,913,124 Mcf (thousand 
cubic feet) of gas based upon 
preliminary production figures 

for September 2007, up from the 
September 2006 preliminary gas 
production total of 439,131,998 
Mcf. 

Texas production in Septem- 
ber 2007 came from 123,946 oil and 
73,543 gas wells. 

Garwood Native Hired By UMB Financial 
UMB Financial Corporation 

(NASDAQ: UMBF) is pleased to 
announce Daryl Hunt, native of 
Garwood, has joined the company 
as executive vice president of 
Financial Services and Support 
(FSS). 

UMB selected Hunt for his 
strong customer orientation and 
financial services experience in 

bank, brokerage and securities 
operations. Most recently, Hunt 
spent 12 years with Fidelity In- 
vestments in various leadership 
roles. Prior to that position, Hunt 
held customer service and opera- 
tions management roles with Na- 
tionsBank/Bank of America. 

"We look forward to Daryl 
improving our operations and 

technology functions so that 
customers find it even easier to 
do business with us," said Peter 
deSilva, president and chief op- 
erating officer of UMB Financial 
Corporation. 

Hunt holds a bachelor's de- 
gree in Accounting from Abilene 
Christian University. He also 
holds his NASD Series 7, 24 and 
63 licenses. 

Colorado County 
Courthouse Report 

Twenty-four individuals were 
sentenced in Colorado County 
court on Nov. 14 and Nov. 28. They 
included: 

November 14, 2007 
Lukas E. Marcotte, driving 

while intoxicated. Sentenced to 
one year probation, fined $650,50 
hours of community service. 

Theresa Lynn Matson, driving 
while intoxicated-2nd offense. Sen- 
tenced to three days in jail, credit 
for two, fined $2,000. Charged with 
deadly conduct, state abandons 
DWI and enhancement para- 
graphs. 

Todd Radke, driving while in- 
toxicated. Sentenced to one year 
probation, fined $500,50 hours of 
community service. 

November 28, 2007 
Louis J. Cryer, assault causing 

bodily injury to a family member. 
Sentenced to one year deferred 
adjudication, fined $150, ordered 
to enter anger management 
class. 

Paz Estrada, Jr., failure to 
identify fugitive from justice. Sen- 
tenced to 45 days in jail. 

Pedro Gutierrez Gomez, as- 
sault causing bodily injury to a 
family member. Sentenced to 
one year deferred adjudication, 
fined $150. 

Eric Wayne Gonzales, assault 
causing bodily injury to a family 
member. Sentenced to one year 
deferred adjudication, fined $150, 
ordered to enter anger manager 
ment class. 

Compare 
Bank-issued, FDIC- 
insured to $100,000 

1year   4.60%    TplT 
APY* $5000 

3 year   4.50%    ~ 

Jessie Johnson, assault caus- 
ing bodily injury to a family mem- 
ber. Sentenced to 15 days in jail, 
credit for eight days. 

Clayton Ray Karlson, driving 
while intoxicated-2nd offense. 
Sentenced to 30 days in jail, credit 
for 22, fined $500, one year driver's 
license suspension. 

Donisha Lewis, false report to 
police officer/law enforce employ- 
ee. Sentenced to 60 days in jail. 

Donisha Lewis, criminal mis- 
chief. Sentenced to 60 days in jail, 
restitution hen. 

Gary Dub Lynch, terroristic 
threat. Sentenced to 30 days in 
jail, credit for 16. 

Gary Dub Lynch, criminal 
mischief. Sentenced to 30 days in 
jail, credit for 16. 

Clifton Mancias, Jr., driving 
while license invalid with previous 
conviction. Fined $350. 

Mary Ann Marciel, theft. Sen- 
tenced to 45 days in jail. 

Bernardo P. Medina, driving 
while intoxicated. Sentenced to 
one year probation, fined $500, 

ordered to enter DWI class and 
interlock device. 

Martin T. Mendoza, reckless 
driving. Sentenced to three days 
in jail, credit for two, fined $200. 

Jose Perez, III, driving while 
intoxicated. Sentenced to 30 days 
in jail. 

Robert E. Roberts, assault 
causing bodily injury. Sentenced 
to 90 days in jail, credit for 100. 

William Stiffler, possession of 
marijuana. Sentenced to 30 days 
in jail, credit for two. 

Ray William Stutts, driving 
while intoxicated. Sentenced to 
15 days in jail, one year driver's 
license suspension. 

Alvaro J. Benitez, prohibited 
weapons switchblade/knuckles. 
Sentenced to one year deferred 
adjudication, fined $250, forfeit 
weapon to CCSO. 

Travis D. Brown, assault 
causing bodily injury to a family 
member. Sentenced to two years 
probation. 

Samantha Coronado, theft. 
Sentenced to 10 days in jail, credit 
for one, fined $300. 

Cookie Decorating Tips 
For Novices 

APY* $5000 

5 year   4.60% 
APY* 

deposit 
$5000 

♦Annual Percentage Yield (APY)- 
Interest cannot remain on deposit; 
periodic payout of interest is required. 
Early withdrawal is not permitted. 
Effective 12-3-07. Subject to availability 
and price change. The amount received 
from a sale of a CD at current market 
value may be less than the amount 
initially invested. 

Call or stop by today. 
Gary Braun & 
Russell Braun 
526 Spring 
Columbus, TX 78934 
(979) 732-8266 or 
1-800-752-8266 
www. ed wardjones .com 
Member SIPC 

Edward Jones 
MAKING SENSE OF INVESTING 

There are a number of ways 
to decorate holiday cookies and 
baked goods for all occasions. 

In fact, the number of ways 
to decorate cookies — one of the 
popular treats of the season—are 
almost as varied as the amount of 
cookie recipes. 

Surprisingly, you can do a 
lot without having mastery of 
Royal Icing or intricate piping 
techniques. 

Before they're baked... 
Cookies can be embellished 

even before the dough is baked. 
A number of ingredients can with- 
stand the heat of baking and add 
color and interest to cookies. 

Try adding colored sugar 
sprinkles, gold dragees, non- 
pareils and other sprinkles to 
make designs. 

Or whip up a batch of do-it- 
yourself cookie paint. Use an 
egg yolk mixed with a few drops 
of food coloring to achieve your 
desired color. Paint the cookies 
and then bake. 

They will take on a colorful ap- 
pearance and have a shiny coating 
from the egg. You can also color 
the dough itself with food coloring 
and twist holding candy canes 
or make green tree cutouts and 
then bake. 

After they're baked... 
Craft stores and even neigh- 

borhood supermarkets sell a 
variety of ready-made frostings 
and icings that can be used to 
decorate cookies. 

Some of them come in packag- 
ing that also serves as the applica- 
tion device. For those who want to 
experience the more involved task 
of making homemade icings and 
decorating professional-looking 

cookies, there are a number of 
very good Royal Icing recipes 
available. 

Royal Icing is an icing typically 
made from confectioner's sugar, 
water and meringue powder. It 
starts off as a thick consistency 
that can be piped or spread on 
cookies. 

As it dries it hardens into a 
hard coating. This icing can be 
tinted to a number of shades and 
does produce dramatic decorative 
looks. Meringue powder can usu- 
ally be found in the baking aisle of 
the supermarket or a craft store. 
It can also be ordered online from 
kitchen supply retailers. 

When applying Royal Icing, 
the key is to pipe a thin line of the 
icing around the perimeter of the 
cookie top, and let it harden. 

This will serve as a barrier for 
the remaining icing that you paint, 
pipe or spread on top, ensuring 
it won't drip off the edges of the 
cookie. 

This icing goes well with tra- 
ditional butter cookie recipes 
and can be flavored slightly with 
vanilla or even lemon extracts. 
If you will be adding embellish- 
ments, such as candy eyes, etc. to 
the cookie, be sure to do so before 
the icing sets. Otherwise you can 
use a small dab of the icing to 
serve as a glue. 

Cookie baking and decorating 
is a popular holiday tradition and 
one that children enjoy immense- 
ly. So be sure to encourage your 
little cookie Picassos to create 
their own cookie masterpieces. 
Set aside a small amount of dough 
and decorations so they feel they 
participated in the fun. 


